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lationj and that is right. The present law is
the law of the speculator and not of the honest
home-seeker. . . . The policy of this bill
should have been adopted at the very cradle of
the Republic, and not one-quarter section of the
public lands should ever have been disposed of
to corporations or speculators. It should have
been sacredly held for homesteads. If this
policy had obtained labor troubles would now
be unknown and the scandalous legislation of
the last few years would have been avoided. "186
Again, later in the same month he referred
to the dishonest raids made upon the public
domain by the cattle syndicates and land specu-
lators. He protested against a land policy
which enabled "the speculators to get hold of
the virgin lands of the West to the exclusion of
the poor settler who seeks to secure a home".
He declared himself the friend of the "Okla-
homa boomer" because he believed him to be
1' a poor man honestly seeking a home upon the
public domain". The action of these honest
home-seekers who obeyed the President's proc-
lamation was very different from that of the
cattle syndicates who had taken possession in
violation of law. In answer to a question as to
whether he was not the paid attorney of the
"Oklahoma boomers", he replied that he was
not, but that "on the contrary, without hope,
expectation, or desire of any reward whatever"
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